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dated by the Government who, however, did not feel
strongly enough in the matter to push through the neces-
sary changes in the face of opposition by interested land-
lords. The original Bill was considerably diluted as it
went through the legislative processes before its enactment
as the Bengal Tenancy Act of 1885. A letter written to
Romesh Dutt by the then Revenue Secretary to the
Government of Bengal, who was largely in sympathy with
his views, makes interesting reading. This letter was
written when the Bill was in the final stages in the Council
and before it became an Act :
"	it is now, I fear, quite hopeless to   expect
that it can be what we wanted in any of the points noticed
by you. This is most disappointing to me, to people who
like yomrself think with me, because it seemed but a short
time ago, that things were going fairly well.
"It will be impossible in. the short space of a letter to
explain the various reasons which have brought about this
result; some of them are not even now clear to me; of
others I cannot think with patience. The only hope, or
perhaps I should say my great source of solace, is that in
the long run the iust cause must triumph. The landlords
of Bengal are preparing for themselves the same sort of
bed which a similar short-sighted policy made for landlords
in my native country—Ireland. I can only trust that the
pains of lying on the bed may not be so great for Bengal
as it has been for Irish landlords.
"We at all events have done our best, and we can do
nothing after the struggle is, for the time, over, but put up,
as best as we can, against the obloquy we have incurred
and the interested misrepresentations of our acts. The
iuture lies with us; and in the future struggle, should it be
"precipitated by unwisdom on the landlords' part in our

